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PROCEEDINGS 

OP THE 
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IN 
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The Annual Meeting was held in the Hall of the House of 
Delegates in the State Capitol, with President W. Gordon 
McCabe in the chair. 

The President called the meeting to order at 8 :30 P. M. and 
stated that he would first read his Annual Report, which would 
be followed by the Annual Address of President Lyon G. Ty- 
ler, of William and Mary College, one of the Vice-Presidents 
of this Society, and that after the Address officers for the en- 
suing year would be elected, and any other business coming 
before the Annual Meeting transacted. 

President's Report. 

President McCabe then read the Annual Report as follows : 

To the Members of the Virginia Historical Society; 

I have the honor to submit the following report, giving in 
detail the work and financial condition of the Society for the 
year ending Nov. 30th, 1909, which report has been examined, 
verified as to details and unanimously approved by Executive 
Committee. 

The year has been materially a prosperous one for the So- 
ciety, but saddened to us all by a most mournful necrology. 
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Yet the deaths and resignations have not been as numer- 
ous as have been the additions to our membership, and it is 
gratifying to be able to state that, after making all deductions, 
including those dropped for persistent delinquency as to pay- 
ment of dues, we have now 752 members, a net gain of six 
over last year. It seems probable that, on the expiration of 
the month of January, more of these delinquents, who show 
no desire to resign from the Society, yet manifest a perfect 
willingness to accept without payment its valuable publica- 
tions, will have to be dropped. 

Such an attitude on the part of members of an organi- 
zation so dignified as this, is simply inexplicable, and, indeed, 
as your President has occasion to observe once before, even 
the most charitable might deem it only just to employ a 
stronger epithet. 

It must be as well known to them as it is to the rest of 
us, who pay promptly, that the Society is almost entirely de- 
pendent on the annual dues of the members for its support, and 
that no man or woman can honestly share in its benefits and 
enjoy its privileges, who is unwilling to contribute to its 
maintenance. 

There is little question that the places of these delinquents 
will be promptly filled by new and more considerate members, 
for the interest in historical studies, especially in colonial 
studies, is steadily growing, not only in Virginia, but through- 
out our whole country. 

It may not be impertinent to mention just here, that a 
notable impetus was given to this interest in our immediate 
community by the highly successful meeting held in December, 
1908, of the "American Historical Association," which drew 
to our city the most distinguished historians, economists, and 
men of letters in America. 

It was the first time that Richmond had been so honored, 
but, according to many enthusiastic letters written to officers 
of this Society by scholars from Maine to Louisiana, and 
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from the Atlantic sea-board to the far-away Pacific slope, it 
will not be the last. These letters all declare that the members 
of the "Association" are eager to meet here again. 

The entertainment of this notable gathering of distin- 
guished men and women was almost exclusively in the hands 
of this Society. The first chairman of the "General Reception 
and Entertainment Committee" was our late honored Presi- 
dent, Joseph Bryan, who, always unmindful of self and 
thoughtful for the care and comfort of "the stranger within 
our gates," requested on his death-bed that your present 
President should "take his place and do everything for the 
entertainment of our guests." No one, as we all know, could 
ever "take the place" of this beloved colleague, who had a 
real genius for profuse hospitality, but your President at once 
acceded to our dear friend's wishes and did the best that was 
allowed him in the circumstances. He is gratified to be able 
to report that owing in chief measure to the cordial support, 
active interest, and unstinted service of the sub-committees, 
composed in the main of members of this Society (men and 
women), all eager to maintain the best traditions of "an old 
Virginia welcome," the entertainment-plans devised worked 
smoothly from start to finish, and that our guests were most 
gracious and generous in their cordial acknowledgments of 
our efforts. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the payment of dues has 
not been what we had a right to expect, the subjoined Treas- 
urer's Report shows that the financial position of the Society 
is stronger than at any previous time in its history. 

Treasurer's Report. 

Balance in bank November 30th, 1908 $ 176 98 

Receipts. 

Annual Dues $2,929 55 

Life Members 200 00 

Sale of Magazines 237 00 

Sale of Publications 62 00 

Interest 443 50 

Advertisements in Magazine 4 1 50 
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Gift of Byam K. Stevens, Esq., for "Perma- 
nent Fund" , ioo oo 

Certificates of Deposit cashed 900 00 

Sale of Virginia Century Bond 92 00 



Disbursements. 



5.005 55 
fo.182 53 



Salaries $',799 98 

Wages 24000 

Books, binding, and stationery 73 75 

Sundry bills (as per vouchers) 285 1 1 

Magazine and other printing 1, 195 50 

Postage and express 1 16 29 

Repairs 27 25 

Check returned 5 00 

Mortgage on " Permanent Fund " 1,000 00 

Certificates of Deposit for " Permanent Fund," 400 00 

|5,i42 88 

Balance in bank November 30, 1909 39 65 

?S. '82 53 
Permanent Fund. 

Three per cent, bank certificates $ 400 00 

Mortgage $% running three years from May 10, 1907 5,000 00 

Mortgage $% running three years from January 19, 1909.. 1,000 00 
Fifteen (15) shares of stock of Citizens Bank of Norfolk, 

Va., paying 10% dividends, estimated value 3,375 00 

Total $9,775 00 

In accordance with a resolution of the Executive Com- 
mittee, adopted during the past year, the Treasurer presents 
the following tabulated statement showing the sources from 
which our "Permanent Fund" has been derived. It is intended 
that a like tabulated statement shall appear in all future 
Annual Reports, as a memorial of the donors. 

" Daughters of the American Revolution " Fund $ 100 00 

Byam K. Stevens Fund 600 00 

Edward Wilson James Fund 3,375 00 

Society's Fund 5,7oo 00 

*9,775 00 
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To this must be added the munificent donation (which 
cannot be computed by any money standard) of the "Society 
House" (the war-time home of General Robert Edward Lee), 
given in 1892 by the family of the late John Stewart, Esq., of 
"Brook Hill," Henrico county, Va. 

While our receipts have been somewhat smaller this year, 
owing to delayed payments of dues, and a falling off in the 
sale of back numbers of the Magazine and publications, our 
expenditures have also decreased $211.00. 

The "Permanent Fund" has increased $400.00, making a 
total of nearly ten thousand dollars. It will be of interest to 
the members to see the growth of this fund. It should be borne 
in mind that a historical society is rarely a money-making 
concern, and that very few are able to save anything from 
regular sources of income, permanent funds being almost 
always the result of gifts. The following is a statement of 
the fund from year to year, as shown in the Annual Reports: 
in November, 1862, our old Permanent Fund was invested in 
Confederate securities to the value of $6,300.00, and, of 
course, perished with the Confederacy. During our struggle 
for existence for many years following the war, there was, 
probably, no chance to begin the collection of an endowment, 
and we begin with the report for 1894: 

1894 $i>9°o 00 1902 $3,800 co 

1895 1,83200 1903 4,05000 

1896 ■-.■■ 2,10000 1904 4, 600 00 

1897 2,40000 1905 5,055 60 

1898 2,40000 1906 5.05560 

1899 2,80000 1907 5.30000 

1900 3,20000 1908 9.375 00 

1901 3,50000 1909 9.775 00 

In the report of last year, allusion was made to the anxiety 
your Committee felt at one time in regard to the effect that 
the excavations for the foundations of the new building im- 
mediately adjoining the "Society House," might have on the 
walls of the latter. This new building, which is to be used 
as the "temporary Post Office," is now finished, and it is our 
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pleasant duty to record that not the slightest injury has resulted 
to our own foundation and walls. It may be pertinently added 
that this new adjoining building, being practically fire-proof, 
is far safer from danger of fire than were the old contiguous 
buildings with their heavy wooden porches. 

As it was desirable that there should be an open place, out- 
side the public alley-way in rear of our premises, where the 
mail-wagons could load and unload the mail-sacks, we have 
leased to the owners of "the temporary Post Office" a corner 
of our back-lot, which space has been fenced off from the 
rest of the lot, entrance to this leased portion being secured 
by a large gate, through which wagons and other vehicles 
can enter and depart, whenever we may find it necessary to 
employ them for our service. This space has been leased for 
$150 per annum, which sum will be added to our "Permanent 
Fund." The owners of the adjoining property have also 
agreed (provided we furnish the necessary bricks, of which 
we have plenty) to rebuild that portion of our wall, which 
was taken down, when our old stable-building, then in a most 
dilapidated and dangerous condition, had to be removed. 

Various repairs have been made on the "Society House" 
and its outbuildings during the year, when deemed necessary 
to keep our property in good condition. 

Additions to the Library. 

The additions to the Library in books and pamphlets num- 
ber 647. 

Of these, Isaac Davenport, Jr., Esq., of this city, who 
last year made such a handsome donation of books to our 
collection, has added during 1909 128 volumes, giving in 
addition a very large and elegant book-case, all of which he 
wishes to be preserved as a memorial of the late Griffin B. 
Davenport. 

Other donors of books, etc., to whom we wish to return 
thanks, are: 
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Messrs. Heth Lorton, A. J. Morrison, Thos. F. Ryan, James 
M. Garnett, H. M. Hayes, Nelson W. Evans, H. L. Smith, Ed- 
win H. Terrell, J. F. Hunnewell, Robert A. Lancaster, Jr., Gil- 
mer S. Adams, Howard R. Bayne, E. J. Sellers, David J. Bush- 
nell, Jr., Sterling Boisseau, Chas. S. Haberman, Arthur C. 
Chichester, Wm. M. Pegram, John Skelton Williams, Arista 
Hoge, George W. Atkinson, H. M. Jackson, Morgan P. Rob- 
inson, G. C. Callahan, W. A. Gordon, Jr., F. L. Huidekoper, 
W. K. Bixby, J. W. Wayland, Archer M. Huntington, Gen- 
eral T. M. Anderson, U. S. A., Hon. Armistead C. Gordon, 
General Wm. H. Carter, U. S. A., Gen. W. R. Cox, Dr. 
Henry R. Mcllwaine, Major T. L. Brown, Rev. H. E. Hay- 
den, Major J. F. Crocker, Hon. Beverley B. Munford, Rev. 
W. G. Andrews, Capt. M. B. Stokes, U. S. A., and Capt. W. 
Gordon McCabe ; Miss Annie G. Day, Miss Kate Mason 
Rowland, Miss Flora Cather, Mrs. Sally Nelson Robins, Mrs. 
C. H. McCormick, Mrs. Emma F. Welch, the Virginia State 
Library, the Library of Congress, the Litchfield (Conn.) 
County Club, the Valley Forge Park Commission, the Wis- 
consin Historical Commission, the Pennsylvania Society of 
the War of 1812, the Literary and Historical Society of 
Quebec (Canada), the State Historian of New York, 
and the Guildford (N. C.) Battle Ground Company. We 
have also received the usual large number of valuable histori- 
cal publications through "exchanges," and of "editorial 
copies" of books sent by publishers for review in the pages 
of our Magazine. 

The most important work done in the library during the 
year has been the collecting, arranging, and binding of the 
serial publications of various historical and genealogical socie- 
ties, at home and abroad, of the official publications of the 
different State governments, and of much other unbound 
material of the highest moment to antiquarians and to his- 
torical and genealogical students. 

These files are now nearly complete, and this very valu- 
able portion of the library has been made easier of access to 
"specialistic" students than ever before. 
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The work of arranging our large collection of pamphlets in 
"binders" has also been continued and will be carried on as 
rapidly as our means admit. 

As heretofore, many students from various sections of 
the country have made constant use of our MS., treasures, 
and of our rare books during the year, and have been afforded 
every facility within our power in the prosecution of their 
investigations. 

The manuscript volume of Barradall's and Randolph's 
"Reports" of Colonial law cases was by order of the Com- 
mittee, loaned to Major Robert T. Barton, of Winchester (a 
member of this Society), to make such use of as he saw fit in 
the preparation of "Virginia Colonial Cases," which he pro- 
posed editing, and which has just appeared in two handsome 
volumes. Major Barton had a transcript made of the manu- 
script and promptly returned it unharmed. It may be men- 
tioned here that the transcription of Richard Henry Lee's let- 
ters and papers (referred to in last year's report) has been 
finished and is ready for the projected publication. 

Gifts. 

Among gifts, other than books, are the following: (i) an 
exquisite miniature of the Rev'd James Blair, D. D., first 
President of the College of William and Mary. This minia- 
ture, which seems to have been painted earlier in his life 
than were the portraits now at William and Mary, and which 
may be justly considered a most valuable addition to our 
collection of "counterfeit presentments" of famous "Virginia 
Worthies," was a bequest by Miss Sally Cary Peachey, and a 
gift from her sister, Mrs. Mary Peachey Rogers (to whom 
it jointly belonged), both of Portland, Maine. These ladies 
are of the old Peachey family of Williamsburg, Va., and are 
collaterally descended from the vigorous and aggressive old 
Scotch "Commissary," to whom the higher education in Co- 
lonial Virginia owes so lasting a debt; (2) a sword found in 
1868 by the side of the remains of a Confederate officer on 
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the field of Gettysburg, and presented by Mr. F. T. Anthony, 
of Richmond ; (3) a picture of the boyhood's home of "Stone- 
wall" Jackson, presented by Miss Flora Cather, of West Vir- 
ginia; (4) an old swivel-gun, marked with the "fleur-de-lis," 
which was dredged up from the bottom of James River at 
Richmond, and presented by our colleague of the Executive 
Committee, S H. Yonge, Esq.; (5) a manuscript commission 
to the Justices of Louisa county, Virginia, dated 1 771, and 
signed by William Nelson, President of the Council and Act- 
ing Governor of the Colony. This commission so signed (pre- 
sented by Mr. Joseph L. Anderson, of Tutbury, Elk Ridge, 
Md.), fills up a gap in our collection of the autographs of 
Virginia Governors; (6) during the year 19x19 the Jews of 
Richmond restored to good condition (providing at the same 
time for its future preservation) their venerable burying- 
ground in the older part of our city, where rest so many per- 
sons prominent in our early history; a photograph of this 
ancient burying ground, accompanied by a most interesting 
historical sketch, has been presented to us by the Restoration 
Committee, through Mr. L. Z. Morris; (7) to our collection of 
objects illustrative of the manners and customs of Colonial 
days, Mr. J. D. Goddard, of "Cobbs," one of the old seats of 
the Boiling family in Chesterfield county, has added a stamped 
"wine-bottle," marked "T(hos.) Boiling, Cobbs, 1772." We 
have another example of such a bottle, which belonged to a 
member of the Eppes family, and there are enough like "ex- 
amples" scattered throughout the State to prove conclusively 
that it was a common custom for wealthy Virginia planters 
to have their names stamped on their "wine-bottles." 

It is a subect of regret that, of recent years, so few, man- 
uscripts have been given to this Association or to any of our 
Virginia institutions of learning. The reason is not far to seek. 
"Dealers" and "collectors," North and South, are keener than 
ever before to secure MSS. of historic value at high prices, 
and many owners of such documents in the Commonwealth, 
who are men of moderate means, do not feel that it would be 
just to their families to give away what would secure many 
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substantial comforts for those nearest and dearest to them. 
Others there are in Virginia, who do not desire either to give 
or sell their MSS., but wish to keep them as family heirlooms. 
To these we make appeal for permission to examine these 
records and have copies made of such as are of historic mo- 
ment. All such papers intrusted to us will be carefully kept 
in a fire-proof safe while in our hands and promptly returned 
as soon as copied. The recent destruction by fire of an old 
family mansion in Botetourt county containing a mass of 
such historic documents, emphasizes the crying need of 
having transcripts made before too late of all papers that 
may serve to illustrate more fully various points in our early 

history. 

Publication Committee. 

Volume XVII of the Magazine was begun and completed 
in 1909. Our settled purpose to publish in its pages only 
original documents has been steadily adhered to. 

Not only for the general reader, but for students as well, 
the interest of any one number of the Magazine may vary 
widely from that of another number, and, indeed, this varia- 
tion in interest may prove true even of a whole volume as 
compared with some other volume, but, as our steadfast aim 
is to include ultimately the whole body of original documents 
relating to Virginia history and antiquities, it has seemed to 
your Committee that the surest way to achieve this aim suc- 
cessfully is not to select here and there documents of striking 
or romantic interest, but to work steadily through unpublished 
archives of all sorts, and to offer in our pages for the con- 
sideration of historical students everything that may possibly 
prove of use in portraying a veracious picture of our past. 

We have been presenting to the public in the Magazine 
throughout the whole of the past year four distinct and im- 
portant series of papers: 

The first is the well-known "Randolph Manuscript," a 
compilation from Seventeenth century records (long years ago 
destroyed), which, from the times of Hening and Burk has 
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proved a mine of priceless information to all who have essayed 
to write Virginia history. The stores of this mine have been 
by no means fully explored, much less exhausted, and we are 
now printing every scrap of the hitherto unpublished portions, 
at the same giving references to those parts of it that are 
already accessible in print. 

It will take, at least, another year to complete this series. 
The second series, styled "Legislative Papers," consist- 
ing of petitions and other communications to the Virginia 
Revolutionary Conventions, and early legislatures, contains 
much valuable information touching the years immediately 
preceding the Revolution and the early events of that historic 
struggle after it had fairly begun. This series, reprinted 
from transcripts made from the Virginia State Archives, 
will also probably require a full year for completion. 

The third collection entitled "Miscellaneous Colonial Docu- 
ments" comprises important papers from the State Archives, 
that had been unaccountably mislaid and that were only dis- 
covered after the printed "Calendar of Virginia Papers" had 
been given to the world. The series, as we are now publish- 
ing it, has reached the same era as that of the "Legislative 
Papers," and sheds additional light on interesting events dealt 
with by the latter. 

It is expected that there will be enough of this material, in- 
cluding some papers of earlier date, to run to the completion 
of Volume XVIII. 

The fourth series comprises abstracts from the English Pub- 
lic Records made for the State of Virginia by the late ac- 
complished antiquarian, W. N. Sainsbury, and students will 
note that they are far fuller than the abstracts from the same 
originals printed in the "English Colonial Calendars." 

In many instance we are able to substitute for the abstracts 
full copies of the originals contained in the "McDonald," "De 
Jarnette" and "Winder" Papers now in the State Library. 

It is also pertinent to recall here that we have during 1909 
published from these sources many papers relating to the 



XIV VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

period of "the great Civil War" in England, a period during 
which there has been great lack of accurate information touch- 
ing Virginia affairs. 

■We shall thus most probably, so far as we can now see, have 
finished up in this series the Seventeenth Century during the 
coming year. With the publication of this and the "Randolph 
Manuscript," we will have printed practically all the impor- 
tant records relating to Virginia during that century, with the 
exception of the Legislative and Council Journals, which the 
State of Virginia proposes to publish. 

We can then enter upon the next century, and, anticipating 
the printed "English Calendars," will be the first to put into 
print, either here or in England, abstracts of the papers in the 
"English Public Records Office," dealing with Virginia matters 
in the Eighteenth Century. 

The valuable series of "General Orders" of the Continental 
Army under Washington during the years 1778 and 1779, (in- 
cluding many Virginia "Brigade" and "Regimental" Orders) 
still excites great interest, as it appears in the successive num- 
bers of the Magazine and will be continued. 

Of other papers relating to the Revolution, of minor value, 
it is true, yet worthy of perpetuation in our printed records, 
mention may here be made of a "List of the Militiamen from 
Henry County, Virginia," who patriotically left home and 
fireside to serve under General Green in his "Southern Cam- 
paign" in the Carolinas (contributed by Col. C. B. Bryant, 
of Martinsville, Va.) ; "Pension Declarations from Pittsylvania 
Co." (contributed by Mrs. N. E. Clements, of Chatham, Va.) ; 
and a pay-roll of Capt. John Morton's Company, Fourth Vir- 
ginia Regiment, Continental Line, for the year 1776 (con- 
tributed by Mr. A. J. Morrison, of Hampden-Sidney, Vir- 
ginia). 

Catalogues of the libraries of Godfrey Pole (1716), and of 
Daniel Parke Curtis (1758) will prove of keen interest not 
only to bibliophiles, but to antiquarians as well, as affording 
additional illustration of the literary culture in Colonial Vir- 
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ginia, which was unquestionably higher than that existing in 
the other colonies, not even excepting South Carolina or Mas- 
sachusetts. 

It is especially worthy of note that the first-named library 
contained as early as 1716 copies of Chaucer and of Milton's 
Paradise Lost. The presence of the latter in this Virginia 
library antedates by more than thirty years the appearance of 
a copy of that immortal epic in any New England library. 

The "Virginia Gleanings in England." extracted with so 
much scholarly care from old English wills by that trained 
antiquarian, Lothrop Withington, esq., of London, and con- 
tributed by him with rare generosity to the Magazine without 
even charge to us for clerical transcription, continue to prove 
most delightful and profitable reading. Quite apart from their 
vivid personal interest to those of our readers, whose souls 
delight in the inimitable "confidences" of Master Pepys or the 
caustic gossip of "Horry" Walpole, they possess a solid socio- 
logical value as shedding a flood of light on the home-sur- 
roundings and social status of the early immigrants to the 
"Virginia Plantations," and contain many details, not to be 
found elsewhere, touching men prominent in the early Colonial 
era. Exempli gratia breviter, the current number of the Maga- 
zine contains, among these "Gleanings," the will of William 
Strachey, Gent., the first Secretary of the Colony, and author 
of "The Historie of Travaile into Virginia Britannica." 

Mr. Withington is doing for Virginia, as a labor of love, 
what Mr. Waters has done so well for New England, and 
your Executive Committee desires to extend to him, and to 
record here, its sincere gratitude for his invaluable contribu- 
tions, which he has most generously promised to continue. 

The department of "Notes and Queries" has comprised 
much of historical antiquarian and genealogical interest, and 
has proved to be one of the most popular sections of the Maga- 
zine. As heretofore the "Genealogical Department" is still 
kept up to its rigid and established standard. 



XVI VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

After this recapitulation of what we have done, and what 
we propose doing (for the length of which resume no apology 
is offered, inasmuch as it probably affords to many busy mem- 
bers their only means of clearly appreciating the multifarious 
activities of the Society), it does not seem to us immodest to 
declare that our Magazine, under the able editorship of our 
learned and accomplished Corresponding Secretary, has at- 
tained the first rank among historical publications, and that it 
is to-day recognized, at home and abroad, by trained students 
not only of Virginian, but of American, Colonial history as a 
necessary part of their critical apparatus. 

Two brief items have been ordered to be included. 

In obedience to an urgent request, preferred by the Execu- 
tive Committee, as representing the Society, the present Presi- 
dent prepared "A Brief Memoir" of our late honored and be- 
loved President, Joseph Bryan, which, accompanied by a 
photogravure portrait, was published in the April number 
(1909) of the Magazine. 

The Executive Committee also directed to be painted and 
hung in the "Society House" an oil portrait of the late Edward 
Wilson James, of Norfolk, Virginia, an enthusiastic anti- 
quarian, a genial gentleman, and always a most open-hearted 
contributor to the funds of the Society. This has been done, 
and the portrait (admirably executed) now adorns our walls, 
bearing a plaque reciting his name, date of birth and death, 
and our gratitude for his munificent benefactions. 

Deaths. 

The following members of the Society died during the year 
1909 (with exceptions noted) : 

Life Members. 

James Little Cottrell, Richmond, Virginia. 

H. Carrington Grigsby, Charlotte county, Virginia. 
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Annual Members. 



Philemon W. Chew, St. Louis, Mo. 

Brig.-General Wm. P. Craighill, U. S. A. (Retired), 
Charlestown, W. Va. 

W. F. Fox, Richmond, Virginia. 

Morton B. Howell, Nashville, Tenn. 

Major John Hunter, Jr., Richmond, Va. 

Mrs. Ro. W. Hunter, Richmond, Va. 

Rev. John William Jones, D. D., Richmond, Va. 

Col. William Lamb, Norfolk, Va. 

(W. Otto Nolting, Cobham, Va. 

Frank H. Miller, Augusta, Ga. (Died in 1908, but not 
reported.) 

Flournoy Rivers, Pulaski, Tenn. 

Robert Whittet, Richmond, Va. (Died in 1908, but not 
reported.) 

John Combe Pegram, Providence, R. I. 

Francis Rives Lassiter, M. C, Petersburg, Va. 

This is an appalling necrology — the largest, within a sin- 
gle year, in the history of the Society, and those of us who 
reside in this city cannot fail to mark with profound sorrow 
how large a portion of the list is made up of the names of 
those whose forms and faces have for years been familiar to 
us on our streets, and whose high personal and civic virtues 
so long claimed for them the confidence and regard of their 
fellow-citizens. 

Such were the modest and unobtrusive John Hunter, Jr., 
who, "in the May-morn of his youth," wore with honor his 
country "gray," and who in his maturer manhood became an 
ornament to the legal profession and to the social life of our 
city — the rugged, kindly Scotchman, Robert Whittet, whose 
name was the synonym of strictest probity in the world of 
trade — the reserved, yet energetic, W. F. Fox, for many years 
Superintendent of our Public Schools, whose single-minded 
devotion to his life-work was at once a reproof and an in- 
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spiration to his less conscientious fellows, and who did more 
than any other one man in our midst to broaden the scope of 
these schools and to make them the equal of any like insti- 
tutions in the whole country — the amiable and engaging James 
Little Cottrell, cut down in the very "prime of youth," of 
whom it may be noted here that he became (on application of 
his father) a "Life Member" of the Society, when he was but 
a little child — the bluff and cheery "Dominie," John William 
Jones, D. D., best known to old soldiers as "the fighting Parson 
of the Army of Northern Virginia" — who was never "recon- 
structed," and who, worshipping Lee and Jackson next to his 
God, devoted his whole life to defending by tongue and pen 
the eternal righteousness of the "Lost Cause," after it went 
down in defeat, and who at the last died not only in "the faith 
once delivered to the Saints," but in the good old Confederate 
faith, that once enabled Lee's veterans if not to "remove 
mountains," at least to "remove" six Federal Commanders-in- 
chief of the "Army of the Potomac" one after the other in 
rapid succession. 

Of Mrs. Robert W. Hunter, so well known for her gentle 
piety and kindly benefactions, one almost fears to speak at all, 
lest even in the happier land that shrinking spirit should be 
pained by any mention of her name in public, however slight. 

She came of a great race, the nearest of kin to the "Father 
of his Country," and was reared at Mount Vernon, which had 
descended to her father, Colonel John Augustine Washington, 
a courtly and gallant gentleman, who fell in battle at the very 
beginning of the war, while serving as Aide-de-camp on the 
staff of his kinsman, General Robert E. Lee. 

This much, it seems to us, may, at least, be recorded here 
without impertinence and without offending the sensibilities 
of those nearest and dearest to her— that she was a Virginia 
woman of the noblest type, of rare intelligence and exquisite 
culture, whose life illustrated all the gracious and gentle vir- 
tues that marked the simple, high-bred old society, to which 
she was born, and one whose fragrant memory shall long abide 
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in the hearts of all, who possessed the priceless privilege of 
her friendship. 

Of those members, who died elsewhere than in Richmond, 
it is not possible, save in a few instances, to speak at all, be- 
cause of lack of personal knowledge, but we may pause to 
note in passing that the death of Mr. Carrington Grigsby, of 
Charlotte county, severs the last of those close ties that bound 
us so long to his distinguished family, for he was the son of the 
learned and accomplished antiquarian, Hugh Blair Grigsby — 
nomen venerabile! — for many years prominent in the affairs 
of this Society, before which he delivered more than half a 
century ago his famous Address on the "Virginia Convention 
of 1829-30," that, as afterwards expanded, has become a 
classic in "Virginiana." 

In recalling the few known to us, we mark first of all the 
names of those members, who, when the storm of war burst, 
saw their duty differently, one from the other, but performed 
that duty in becoming fashion, each true to his convictions 
of right. 

One of the first Virginians to offer his sword to his native 
State in the stirring days of '61, was William Lamb, of Nor- 
folk, a graduate of William and Mary College, who by sheer 
force of skill and courage rose from simple Captain to full 
Colonel. In after years, he achieved reputation as a vigorous 
writer, as well as an enterprising "man of affairs," but his 
name will live in Virginia annals, not because of his scholarly 
tastes or literary achievement, notable as were these, but be- 
cause of his heroic conduct at Fort Fisher, in 1865, where he 
fell desperately wounded after one of the fiercest and most 
stubborn defences against overwhelming odds, that modern 
warfare has known since Zaragossa. 

On the other hand, another Virginian in the mournful list, 
General William P. Craighill, of the United States Army, 
brought up in the "Federalistic School," did not hesitate to 
unsheathe his sword against his mother-state in that moment- 
ous struggle, though his younger brother served gallantly to 
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the end as a simple cannoneer in the "Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia." 

General Craighill graduated at West Point "second" in the 
class of 1853, in which was graduated "first," General James 
B. McPherson, of Ohio, one of the ablest and most brilliant 
soldiers produced on either side during the Civil War. 

Craighill's high rank in his class won for him assignment to 
the "Engineers," of which "corps d' elite" he was destined in 
after years to become the "Chief." 

His tastes were scholarly, and, while still a young officer, 
he had translated from the French Dufour's "Cours de Tacti- 
que" and Jomine's "Precis de I'Art de la Guerre." 

These tastes strengthened as years went on, and, as a na- 
tive-born Virginian, he became more and more interested in 
the aims and achievements of our Society. He not infrequent- 
ly donated to us objects of rare historical value, and, with his 
ardent interest in Revolutionary matters, found it a labor of 
love to superintend, as Chief Engineer, the erection of the 
monument at Yorktown to commemorate the centennial of the 
surrender of Cornwallis on that historic field. 

Still another, not Virginian born, though his name must 
sound familiar enough to all gathered here to-night, was John 
Combe Pegram, a distinguished lawyer of Providence, Rhode 
Island. He too wore the "blue," as a young midshipman in 
the Navy of the United States, and served with marked distinc- 
tion, immediately on his graduation from the Naval Academy 
in 1863, with the "South Atlantic Squadron," at that time 
blockading Charleston, S. C. 

At the close of the war, he resigned his commission, entered 
the Harvard Law School, and, on his graduation, began the 
practice of his profession in Providence. 

Almost from the start, he took high rank at the bar, and, 
from that time on, held many positions of dignity and trust 
conferred on him by his fellow-citizens. 

Though born in Kentucky and living all his life in the North, 
he came of the best Virginia stock, and to the last evinced the 
keenest interest in the history and traditions of this State. 
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Modest as he was touching his own accomplishments and 
achievements, he was yet possessed of a proper pride in his 
heroic strain, and nothing delighted him more in the years 
after the war than to hear recounted the splendid deeds of 
his two young Richmond cousins, General John Pegram, of 
"the Second Corps," and the brilliant boy-Colonel, William 
Johnson Pegram of the Artillery, whose names were "house- 
hold words" among Lee's veterans for skill and daring, and 
both of whom in the last eventful days, fraught with so much 
mournful glory, yielded up their lives in the stern leaguer of 
Petersburg, mourned by an army. 

All a sailor's pride, too, was his in the desperate valor of 
that splendid old "sea-dog," Captain Robert Baker Pegram, 
his father's brother, who, in the sanguinary engagement be- 
tween the boats of Her Majesty's ship "Rattler" and the power- 
ful fleet of piratical Chinese "War-Junks," off the mouth of 
the Peiho in 1855, went to the assistance of the Englishmen, 
who were being overpowered, and, as a young lieutenant in 
command of the armed cutters, sent from the United States 
steamer "Powhatan," led his American boarders against the 
enemy's biggest ship, springing first himself into her forward 
chains, climbing up hand over hand with his cutlass between 
his teeth and his cheering "Jackies" swarming after him. 

For this splendid feat, which any one of Dumas' "Three 
Musketeers" might, have envied him, Virginia voted Robert 
Pegram a "sword of honor" and he received the official thanks 
of the British Government. The Englishmen never forgot 
him, and, six years after, when, as commander of the Con- 
federate cruser "Nashville," after a series of daring captures 
of American ships on the high seas, he steamed into Liver- 
pool, flying the starry cross of the new nation, the whole town 
went wild in its rapturous welcome of the doughty seaman, who 
had rescued Fellowes and his English sailors from unutterable 
cruelties of Chinese torture. 

This kinsman of the North not only understood the point 
of view of these Southern heroes, but, in a certain measure, 
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sympathized with it, though his own convictions (no doubt, 
largely influenced by environment) compelled him to espouse 
the opposite side. 

No more companionable, nay, no more lovable, man ever 
lived than John Pegram. 

His air of distinction and high-bred courtesy — his high and 
generous courage and unvarying consideration for gentle and 
simple alike, his unaffected modesty, his ready wit and quiet 
humor, made him a universal favorite and he was long a con- 
spicuous figure in society. 

He seemed, indeed, blessed of the gods — successful in his 
profession — honored of all men — idolized in his family circle — 
safe, so far as mortal ken could descry, from "the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune." 

Then "the bolt from the blue" fell. 

His beautiful and accomplished wife died suddenly — her 
death was followed by that of his only son, a young man of 
rare promise, and he was never the same man again. While 
still practicing his profession, he devoted the last years of his 
life in great measure to charitable and philanthropic work, 
which his easy fortune enabled him to foster and further in 
liberal fashion. 

And now, no less suddenly, has come to that fearless spirit 
"the one clear call," and the gallant sailor has gone to "meet 
his Pilot face to face." 

Insensibly one recalls the tender lament breathed by Horatio 
over Hamlet: 

Now cracks a noble heart ! Goodnight, sweet prince ; 
And flights of angels sing thee to thy rest. 

Last in the mournful roll stands the name of Francis Rives 
Lassiter, of Petersburg, Member of Congress from the "Fourth 
District" of Virginia at the time of his death — a brilliant man, 
whom many of us knew well from his boyhood days until his 
tragic passing only a few weeks ago. Graduated from the 
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Law School of the University of Virginia in 1886 (after hav- 
ing pursued the Academic courses at that institution for sev- 
eral years), he went almost at once to Boston, and, passing 
successfully the severe entrance examination, became a mem- 
ber of the "Suffolk Bar." 

There, with good introductions, his social success was in- 
stant. He got to know James Russell Lowell well (who had 
been an intimate in Germany of his accomplished uncle, Dr. 
John Heath, of Petersburg), was a frequent, and always a 
welcome, guest at the table of the able and genial historian, 
John Codman Ropes, and ere long became the constant com- 
panion of the learned physicist, Professor Benjamin Osgood 
Peirce, of Harvard. 

These, and other men of mark, gave generous welcome to 
the courtly young Virginian, whose incisive wit, inimitable 
sweetness of disposition and gracious manners recalled to them 
the best traditions of a bye-gone time, when "the Southern 
element" played so great a part in the social life of Harvard. 
But delightful as were these social experiences, "the call of 
the blood" was too imperious to a man of his temperament to 
be long resisted, and, after a single year under alien skies, 
we find him back in his native Petersburg, where he began 
afresh the practice of his profession. 

Politics, however, soon drew him away in great measure 
from the law, and in this field his success was at once pro- 
nounced. 

The story of the successive steps of his political advance- 
ment is too fresh in the remembrance of all to need repetition 
here. 

He was elected to the 56th Congress at a special election in 
April, 1900, re-elected to the 57th, 59th and 60th Congresses, 
and at the time of his death was sure of another re-election. 

He was a born orator and his chaste, yet stirring, eloquence 
must long remain a great tradition in his section of the Com- 
monwealth. 
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A man of wide reading and retentive memory, master of a 
vigorous prose style, and one of the keenest of antiquarians, 
he gave every promise of enriching our historical literature 
with some work of lasting value. 

It is sad for those who loved and admired him to reflect, 
that, out of all his stores of varied acquirement, the only bit 
of work that he has left, which is at all likely to rescue his 
name from oblivion, is his admirable monograph on "Arnold's 
Invasion of Virginia in 1781." 

So end these halting tributes to our dead of 1009. 

Over each and all of them, we, who yet survive, breathe 
our simple, yet loyal, "requiescat," thankful in our hearts that 
years agone the trumpets sounded a truce between those who 
wore the "blue" and those who wore the "gray" — that Time's 
soft touch has healed the cruel wounds of civil strife — and 
that long before the bugles sang "Lights Out" for these men, 
whose memories we honor here to-night, they had gathered in 
fraternal spirit at the board of this Society, animated by a 
common love for the old "home-nest," and, as sons of a com- 
mon mother, wrought with us in perfect harmony, eager to 
perpetuate the historic glories of our "Old Dominion." 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. Gordon McCaee, 
President. 

On the conclusion of the report, the President introduced ihe 
speaker of the evening in fitting terms, laying especial stress on 
the great work Dr. Tyler had done for Virginia history. 

President Tyler then delivered a learned and very interesting 
address on " The Two- Penny Act." 

On the motion of Mr. C. V. Meredith the thanks of the So- 
ciety were returned to Dr. Tyler for his most valuable and 
instructive address, and a copy requested for the use or the 
Society. 

On motion, a resolution was adopted expressing sympathy 
with Judge Daniel Grinnan, a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, who is ill. 
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The President then stated that the next business before the 
meeting was the election of officers. 

Mr. William Ellis Jones moved that a Nominating Committee 
be appointed. 

The President appointed Mr. Jones, Mr. Morgan P. Robinson 
and Mr. W. B. Cridlin a Committee on Nominations. 

The Committee retired, and, on returning, the Chairman, Mr. 
Jones, stated, that the Committee had decided to recommend the 
re-election of all the officers, as follows: 

President — W. Gordon McCabe. 

Vice-Presidents — Archer Anderson, Edward V. Valentine and 
Lyon G. Tyler. 

Corresponding Secretary and Librarian — William G. Stanard. 

Recording Secretary — David C. Richardson. 

Treasurer — Robert A. Lancaster, Jr. 

Executive Committee — C. V. Meredith, B. B. Munford, C. W. 
Kent, W. Meade Clark, A. C. Gordon, S. S. P. Patteson, S. H. 
Yonge, Wm. H. Palmer, Rt. Rev. A. M. Randolph, John 
Stewart Bryan, Daniel Grinnan and J. P. McGuire, Jr. 

Hon. Claude A. Swanson, Governor of Virginia, was asked to 
take the chair, and, on the question being put, the persons 
named were unanimously elected. 

Then, there being no further business, on motion, the meet- 
ing adjourned. 



